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THE CoLoR PURPLE
And then I figure this the lesson I was suppose to learn.

Oh Celie, she say, stepping out of the car, dress like a moving
star, I missed you more than I missed my own mama.

Us hug.

Come onin, I say.

Oh, the wonmm lock so Eom she say, when us git to her room.
You know I love pink. : :

* Got you some elephants and turtles coming, too; I say.

Where yvour room? she ast.

Down the hall, I say.

Let’s go see it, she say.

Well, here it is, I say, standing in the door. Everything in my
room purple and red cept the floor, that painted bright yellow:
She go right to the little purple frog vmm.or on my mantlepiece.

What this? she ast.

Oh, I say, a little something Albert carve for me.

She look at me funny for a minute, I woow at her. Then us laugh.

Where Germaine at? I ast.

In college, she say. Wilberforce. Can’t let all that talent go to
waste. Us through, though, she say. He feel just like family now.
Like a son. Maybe a mwmbamou. What you and Albert been up to?
she ast. ,
© Nothing much, I say.

She say, I know Albert and I bet he been up to something, with
you looking as fine as you look.

Us sew, I'say. Make idle conversation.

How idle? she ast.

What do you know, I think. Shug umm,_ozm I have a moom mind*
to make up a story just to make her feel bad. But I don’t.

Us talk bout you, I say. How much us love you.

She smile, - come put woa head on B« breast. Let out a _omm
Aommm.ﬁr

ear God. Dear stars,. dear irees, dear sky, dear peoples. Dear
Everything. Dear God.

Thank you for bringing my sister Nettie and our children home.
Wonder who that coming yonder? ast Albert, looking up the
road. Us can see the dust just aflying.
Me and him and Shug sitting out on the porch after dinner.
Talking. Not talking. Rocking and fanning flies. Shug mention she
don’t want to sing in public no more—well, maybe a night or two
at Harpo’s. Think maybe she retire. Albert say he want her to try
on his new shirt. I talk bout Henrietta. Sofia. My garden and the
ore. How things doing generally. So much in the habit of sewing
something I stitch up a bunch of scraps, try to see what I can
make. The weather cool for the last of June, and sitting on the
porch with Albert and Shug feel real pleasant. Next week be the
fourth of July and us plan a big family reunion outdoors here at
my house. Just hope the cool weather hold.
- Could be the maitman, I say. Cept he driving a little fast.
-Could be Sofia, say Shug. You know she drive like a maniac.
Could be Harpo, say Albert. But it not.
By now the car stop under the trees in the yard and all these
eoples dress like old folks git out.
-A big tall whitehaired man with a @mowéma turn white collar, a
tle dumpty woman with her gray hair in plaits cross on top her
head. A tall voungish man and two robust looking. youngish
women. The whitehaired man say something to the driver of the

Your sister,
Celie




I thank everybody in this book for coming.
A'W., author and medium




